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Ministry of National Defense Exchange Training builds bridges between Republic of Korea and U.S. Forces Korea
By Kim Chong-yun, Far East District Public Affairs

SEOUL — The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers Far East District hosted a Republic of Korea Ministry of National Defense Exchange Training course at the FED compound, February 11-29. This annual training program began in 1985 and has served to strengthen the enduring relationship between MND and FED engineers. 
During this training a total of 11 students from various ROK military and government agencies spent three weeks learning about the District’s organization, business procedures and processes. The training covered the District’s project execution operations including planning, design, construction, environmental programs, contracting, safety and project management.   
---more---
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“This program has contributed greatly to partnering and strengthening of bi-lateral relations and improving quality, communications, and execution of the Host Nation funded construction programs,” said Samuel S. Yang, FED’s program facilitator.
According to Yang, over 150 ROK military officers and civilian engineers from the different Service Components have graduated from this program since the program began in 1985 recognizing the need for understanding between the Far East District members and the ROK engineers.
 
“Today, this tradition carries on serving as a bridge between FED and MND,” said Yang. “This is truly a win-win program for both countries.”
Starting from the orientation and overview conducted on the fist day of the training, the instruction covered almost all aspects of FED business such as programs and project management, design reviews, environmental issues, quality assurance, construction services and safety. The attendees also visited the FED’s Humphreys Area Office in Pyongtaek and learned the roles and responsibilities of the resident offices. They also toured various construction sites including Parcel 1, one of the three parcels of land that will be developed to accommodate the relocation of the majority of United States Forces Korea personnel serving on the peninsula. 
---more---
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“It was a very good chance to see the facilities under construction at Humphreys,” said ROK Navy Lt. Cmdr. Lee Moo-choon. “It will be very helpful as we work the relocation program with the U.S. counterparts. Three weeks passed so fast. I really enjoyed this great chance to learn about FED.”
“This training will greatly improve my job accomplishment when I work with my FED counterparts,” said Park Jae-kwang, Civil Engineer, ROK Air Force. Park said he wants to recommend this training to his colleges saying the most important thing MND exchange training participants can take from this training is an understanding of the importance of the alliance between FED and MND. 
ROK Army Maj. Gen. Park Byung-hee, Chief Director of the Defense Installations Agency, MND also emphasized the importance of the ROK-US alliances in his remarks at the graduation ceremony.
“This program is positive proof of the strong alliance between the MND and FED,” said Maj. Gen. Park. “I’d like to express my deep gratitude to FED for providing such a valuable opportunity to the MND officers and employees.” 


Maj. Gen. Park went to say that he hopes all the students graduating from this program apply the valuable knowledge learned during this exchange program when they get back to their work and also share the know-how with their co-workers.
---more---
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 “It is an honor to work together with our Korean allies to make us better at delivering quality facilities for both the ROK and the US Army,” said Col. Clarence D. “Dave” Turner, FED Commander in his remarks at the graduation ceremony.
“This is a great partnership that we share with FED and DIA and it’s a partnership that I would like to continue to strengthen because this partnership makes both of our organizations better,” said Turner. 

---30---
Cutlines:
2008 MND Training 01: 

Republic of Korean Ministry of National Defense trainees learn about a water well drill rig during the exchange training program. (Photo by Kim Chong-yun)
2008 MND Training 02: 

Republic of Korean Ministry of National Defense trainees get a first hand look at well maintenance activity adjacent to the Han River in Seoul performed by the Far East District Well Section team during the MND Exchange Training, Feb.11-29. (Photo by Kim Chong-yun)
2008 MND Training 03: 

Republic of Korean Ministry of National Defense trainees pose for a photograph after the graduation ceremony in front of the Engineer Castle commemorating FED’s 50th anniversary in 2007. (Photo by Kim Chong-yun)
2008 MND at Humphreys 16: 

The Republic of Korean Ministry of National Defense Exchange trainees tour a barracks building under construction at U.S. Garrison Humphreys. (Photo by Kim Chong-yun)
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