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De Fleury Medal awarded U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pacific Ocean Division employee

(FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii)--Frank J. Oliva, Director of Regional Business for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pacific Ocean Division, has been presented the Bronze Order of the de Fleury Medal during ceremonies held at Fort Shafter, Hawaii.

The Bronze de Fleury Medal, awarded by the Army Engineer Association, was presented by Lt. Gen. Carl A. Strock, Chief of Engineers.  The award is an effort to recognize individuals who have “…rendered significant service or support to an element of the U.S. Army Engineer Regiment.”

Oliva’s de Fleury was awarded specifically to recognize his 38 years of exceptionally meritorious service to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers while serving in a succession of critical and demanding leadership positions around the world.

The citation lauded Oliva’s significant contributions which “have positively impacted the quality of service of thousands of men and women serving our Nation while overseas and at home…”

Lt. Gen. Strock said Oliva’s “selfless service has set an impeccable standard for all to emulate and aspire to in their own way.”
The de Fleury Medal was established during the early years of the Corps existence as a means to honor those individuals who have provided significant contributions to Army Engineering.

The Army Regimental system was developed to emphasize the history, and traditions of the Corps; so Maj. Gen. Daniel R. Schroeder, then Commandant General of Fort Leonard Wood and the Engineer School Commandant, wanted an award that would tie in with the beginning of the nation and the Army Corps of Engineers.

In 1777, a French Engineer volunteered to serve with the American Army in its fight for independence from Britain.  Francois Louis Tesseidre de Fleury was born in St. Hippolyte, France in 1749; was trained as an engineer; and served in the French Army during the Corsican campaign.

For his bravery in the desperate battle at Stony Point, New York in 1779 while attached to the Army Corps, de Fleury’s courage under fire won him accolades from the Continental Congress.  On Oct. 1, 1779 de Fleury stood before the Continental Congress where he was praised for his valor and awarded a medal struck in his honor.

The Engineer Regiment adopted the de Fleury Medal as an award because of the values demonstrated by the man for whom it was struck – values of special meaning to Engineer Soldiers.
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