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For Immediate Release





April 13, 2006
Pacific Ocean Division Senior Leaders tour Battle of Okinawa historic sites. 
By Pacific Ocean Division Public Affairs


 
OKINAWA, Japan – Those attending the 2006 Senior Leadership Conference during the first week of April were treated to a tour of historic battle sites where Allied forces fought the Japanese in Okinawa during World War II.
The Battle of Okinawa was the largest amphibious invasion of the Pacific campaign and the last major campaign of the Pacific War.
More ships were used, more troops put ashore, more supplies transported, more bombs dropped and more naval guns fired against the shore targets than any other operation in the Pacific.

More people died during the Battle of Okinawa than all those killed during the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  Casualties totaled more than 38,000 Americans wounded and 12,000 killed or missing.  More than 107,000 Japanese and Okinawan conscripts were killed.  Some say perhaps 100,000 Okinawan civilians perished in the battle.

The tour took the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers personnel to Hacksaw Ridge, Sugarloaf Hill, the Navy underground headquarters and the Peace Memorial Park.  At each site briefings were given to explain the significance of various aspects of the battle.
Many historians believe the costs of the Battle of Okinawa in terms of lives, time and materials weighed heavily in the decision to use the atomic bomb against Japan just six weeks later.
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