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Pacific Engineers Have A New Commander 
By Dennis K. Bohannon,
Pacific Ocean Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
FORT SHAFTER, Hi. --- The Pacific Ocean Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers received a new Commander and Division Engineer during a ceremony at Palm Circle on Fort Shafter this morning.

Col. John W. Peabody became the Division’s 27th Commander during a ceremony presided over by Lt. Gen. Carl A. Strock, Commanding General and Chief of Engineers. Peabody replaces Brig. Gen. Robert L. Davis who is retiring from active duty after a long and distinguished career. 

During the ceremony Strock, cited Davis’ “tremendous contributions” during 31 years of service. Strock also noted that providing over $2.1 billion worth of military and civil works programs over vast distances of the Pacific - is both challenge and an opportunity for the commander of the Pacific Ocean Division.  He said, “While $2 billion dollars is a pretty impressive figure, I don’t really think of it in dollar terms. When I think of that term, I see barracks, airfields, and maintenance facilities, break waters, and medical clinics. I see contributions to our nation’s national defense. I see its purpose as being the facilities our Soldiers, sailors, Airmen and Marines rely on us to provide them in our theater of operations, and I see linked to the provision of those quality facilities - our ability to recruit and retain the kind of quality people we need in the Army.”
Davis told those assembled that it has been a remarkable two years for him, and an exciting time in the Pacific. He noted the Division’s involvement with the Stryker Brigades, C-17 and Modularity facilities in Hawaii and Alaska. He highlighted the Corps’ involvement in the relocation of U.S. forces north of Seoul Korea, to a little known area called Camp Humphreys, and he talked about the continuing construction efforts in Japan. But, he says, “The bottom line, the most important thing we are doing is providing those facilities to the Soldiers, sailors, Airmen and Marines in the Pacific. They deserve our very best.” 
Davis and his family will reside in Huntington Beach, California after his retirement. 
Prior to coming to Hawaii, Peabody was assigned to the Army’s Office of the Chief, Legislative Liaison, where he was the Programs Division Chief.  He said, “I accept this command and the responsibilities that go with it, with a deep sense of humility.” He thanked Strock for the opportunity to command and said, “There is no greater honor a soldier can receive.”  As the Division’s new commander, Peabody is responsible for the engineering design, construction, and real estate management for the U.S. Army and Air Forces in Hawaii and Alaska and for all Department of Defense agencies and U.S. installations in Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Kwajalein Atoll, Marshall Islands. 

The Division also administers the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ federal water resource development and regulatory programs, which govern work in the waters and wetlands of Alaska, Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. The Division’s Civil Works mission includes construction and operation of inland waterways; construction in and maintenance of ports and harbors; hydropower; flood control and environmental regulation.  

The Division, through its four districts located in Japan, Korea, Alaska and Hawaii, is also charged with responding to natural disasters such as the Hawaiian floods, Florida hurricanes, and earthquakes and tsunamis, such as the one that devastated Thailand, Sri Lanka, and Indonesia.  

The Pacific Ocean Division is one of nine divisions worldwide that make up the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  It has the largest geographic area, spanning across more than a third of the globe. 
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Caption (DSCF1755.JPG): 
Col. John Peabody accepts the Pacific Ocean Division’s guideon from Lt. Gen. Carl A. Strock, Chief of Engineers as outgoing Commander Brig. Gen. Robert Davis (left) and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Command Sergeant Major Robert Winzenried (right) look on.  
U.S. Army Photo by Joseph Bonfiglio.
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